
Rights of the 

Animas River 



BUILDING A FOUNDATION



DEVELOPING WORKING GROUPS

Public Engagement and Outreach 

Local Government: town and gown relationship

Communications: message development 

Data Collection: survey, case study & 

literature review 

Graphic design: logo, sticker, flyer
SOC 370: Water Justice



WHY NOW? THE GOLD KING MINE SPILL

Bonita Peak Mining District: 1871-1991, Animas Rivers 

headwaters located within BPMD

Acid mine drainage: heavy metals leach into watersheds 

Gold King Mine Spill 2015: mass release of wastewater. 

New Framework: The GKMS gave residents of Durango a 

new perspective on the threats that face the Animas and the 

impacts upstream systems have on downstream neighbors. 

Led to rethinking ecocentric, justice-oriented approaches to 

protecting natural systems.

USGS



CASE STUDIES AND LITERATURE REVIEW

Ridgeway, Colorado: The Uncompahgre River

● Resolution recognizing the rights of the 

Uncompahgre River, its tributaries, and the 

watershed.

Montana: Snake River 

• Nez perce tribe (Nimiipuu) passed a 

Resolution recognizing the Rights of the 

Snake River in 2020.  



COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

- Colorado Water Conservation Board

- Fort Lewis College Water Week

- Durango City Council meetings 



DATA COLLECTION

Our survey collected data from 70 participants. 98% of those 

surveyed agreed with the following statements in our resolution: 

● Durango City Council should include the Animas River as a 

factor in relevant decision making.

● The Animas River should have the right to be free from 

pollution and other harms.

● The Animas River should have the right of integrity to 

maintain its natural cycles.

● The Animas River should have the right to exist, flow free, 

and flourish



RIGHTS OF THE ANIMAS RIVER RESOLUTION 

Rights of the Animas River:

The Right to flow free and flourish

The Right to support essential functions within 

watershed

The Right to maintain integrity of the natural 

cycles and providing adequate habitat for plants 

and animals 

The Right to be free from pollution and other 

harms 

The Right to river restoration and preservation 

Responsibilities of the City of Durango:

Develop policies and programs necessary to 

recognize the rights of the Animas River.

Oppose or mitigate actions or activities that would 

clearly violate the rights of the Animas River.

Coordinate with the FLC Four Corners Water 

Center to prepare a yearly report of health of the 

Animas River for the community.

RESOLUTION 

file:///Users/juniperlee/Library/Messages/Attachments/d6/06/DA90AD4C-5E7C-4C74-86D6-D7CFAA9EB58C/Animas%20River%20Resolution.pdf


CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOVEMBER 18 TH 2025



Mní Wicóni Tó éí ííná

Agua es Vida Water is Life



WHAT’S NEXT FOR ROAR?



QUESTIONS

Junipermauble@gmail.com 

mailto:Junipermauble@gmail.com
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